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Two Oriskany Students Attend Boys State
Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School students Colton Davis and John Mahar were 
selected and sponsored by the local American Legion post to participate 
in the 2019 Boys State program, held at SUNY Morrisville June 27-July 2.

American Legion Boys State is a week-long program that immerses high 
school youth, who recently completed their junior year, in citizenship and 
leadership training. Boys State is among the most respected and selective 
educational programs of government instruction for U.S. high school 
students. Participants learn the rights, privileges and responsibilities of 
franchised citizens, and come to recognize that individuals are integral to 
the character and success of government. The training is objective and 

centers on the structure of city, county and state governments. Operated by students elected to 
various offices, Boys State activities include legislative sessions, court proceedings, law-enforcement 
presentations, assemblies, bands, choruses and recreational programs. They also participate in 
physical fitness, teamwork and other activities, under the guidance of American Legion counselors 
and U.S. Marines. 

Family School Navigator Joins N.A. Walbran Elementary
The Oriskany Central School District is excited to announce a new 
partnership with the United Way of the Valley and Greater Utica Area 
that will provide N.A. Walbran Elementary with a Family School Navigator 
through the organization’s Ready for Kindergarten (R4K) program.

Family School Navigator Stephanie Dietz joined N.A. Walbran Elementary 
at the end of the 2018-2019 school year and is available to assist students 
and families in the district. Mrs. Dietz has an extensive background in 
education and worked as a principal in Cartersville, G.A., before moving to 
central New York in November 2018.

The grant-funded Family School Navigator position develops a “Ready 
for Kindergarten” approach for our pre-school children that may require additional support services 
prior to entering Kindergarten. Family School Navigators identify families with children ages 0-4 in the 
community and introduce them to the R4K program that is available in the district. Research shows 
that students who enter school ready to learn are more likely to achieve early reading proficiency by 
third grade, and are more likely to graduate from high school on time. 

The Family School Navigator also provides services beyond early education programs, coordinating 
home visits that build a bridge between home and school, and open positive lines of communication. 
The Navigator can also facilitate community connections and referrals to services and programs for 
any family member. By creating a direct connection to children and families, the Navigator will be 
able to assist and address the “whole child” -- academic, emotional, physical and social needs.

Mrs. Dietz can be reached at sdietz@oriskanycsd.org or 315.404.8975.

Supply Lists Available Online Now!
Supply lists for all grades and classes can be found 

on our District website by visiting www/oriskanycsd.org/supplylists
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SUperintendent message

Welcome back! 

Another exciting, #OriskanyProud, school year 
is about to begin. I hope each and every one of 
you were able to take some much needed time 
over the summer months to spend with family, 
friends and loved ones. Oriskany faculty and 
staff will return to school and continue to engage 
in professional development opportunities on 

Tuesday, September 3 and Wednesday, September 4. This year, the 
first day of instruction for our students will be Thursday, September 
5. With the new school year quickly approaching, we look forward 
to the many opportunities and activities we can provide for our 
students in Oriskany.

At the Jr./Sr. High School, we will be introducing the following new 
courses, available to our students for the 2019-2020 school year: 
Advanced Placement (AP) Chemistry, MVCC Dual-Credit Business 
Law, MVCC Dual-Credit Accounting and Regents Physics First for 
our accelerated eighth grade students. Additionally, we will be 
expanding college credit opportunities for our sophomore students 
by offering them enrollment into our MVCC Dual-Credit Computer 
Applications classes. We are also in the preliminary stages of creating 
a Learning Center for our students in grades 7-12, which will serve as 
an intentionally-based and support-structured learning environment. 
Students in the Learning Center will receive assistance and support 
with their study skills, critical thinking skills, organizational skills, 
time management strategies and homework help, as well as other 
academic resources, references and learning strategies.

The elementary school will welcome the addition of a new 
elementary teacher and an R4K Family School Navigator. The 
addition of the elementary teacher will allow students to remain in 
smaller class sizes, which research shows can lead to faster learning 
and better performance. A class size of fewer than 20 students often 
results in more individualized attention, increased participation, 
better communication between the instructor and student, and 
less time on classroom management which leaves more time for 
classroom instruction and relationship building. Students, in smaller 
classes, can receive more individualized feedback by the instructor. 
Students will have more opportunity to participate and be active 
voices in the classroom. They can apply the knowledge they’ve 
acquired as they participate in classroom discussions. The smaller 
class size allows for students to develop a sense of community; 
connecting with their peers and becoming more confident and 
comfortable when it comes to sharing ideas and perspectives – a 
skill set that is very important in our globalized 21st century society. 
Please see page 1 of this newsletter for more information about our 
new R4K Family School Navigator.

From a technology and innovation perspective, the district recently 
created a five-year technology plan which addresses the fiscal 
responsibility and forward thinking movement and usage of technology 
in the classrooms for today’s students. Through the use of our Smart 
Schools Grant and monies from the District’s general fund, we will 

begin systematically replacing outdated SMART Boards in each of our 
classrooms with newer, more advanced interactive displays. The new 
displays will provide multiple benefits for both our instructional staff and 
students. Teachers will be able to better accommodate the different 
learning styles of their students – auditory, visual and kinesthetic learners. 
The new displays are also low maintenance and more environmentally 
friendly. Teachers will continue to have access to a multitude of 
online educational resources and the interactive displays will allow for 
increased technology integration. Teachers will be able to connect their 
computers, video cameras, digital cameras, microscopes and a variety 
of other devices to help aid in instruction and learning opportunities for 
our students.

Assemblywoman Marianne Buttenschon, who represents the 119th 
Assembly District, also recently announced additional discretionary 
funding she has secured for area schools, including the Oriskany 
Central School District. The Assemblywoman was able to secure an 
additional $10,000 of aid for the Oriskany District, which will be used 
for after-school programming for students at both the elementary 
and Jr./Sr. high school. We look forward to collaborating as a team 
to develop an after-school program that will both maximize the 
additional funding we have obtained and provide the academic 
support services our students need to be prepared in a competitive 
and complex world.

As we continue to prepare to present new and exciting challenges 
and opportunities for our students in the upcoming school year, 
please know our building and grounds crew and transportation 
department are also hard at work. Keeping our buildings, grounds 
and buses clean and safe are critically essential in providing an 
atmosphere of success and professionalism for our students. The 
high expectations placed upon our staff and students are reflected 
in the appearance and upkeep of our facilities and campus. We 
thank them for their hard work and efforts.

As we draw closer to the beginning of our new school year, we 
once again look forward to witnessing our students’ strength of 
character, integrity, compassion for one another, and passion for 
higher learning. Thank you, students, staff, parents and community 
members for the exemplary, unified support you continue to show 
for our district on a daily basis. We appreciate all you do and your 
continued dedication and passion for making us all Oriskany proud. 
Please visit our District website at www.oriskanycsd.org, our Twitter 
feed at @OriskanyCSD and our Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/OriskanyCSD for the most up-to-date information throughout 
the school year.

Have a great rest of the summer! Our staff is prepared and excited 
to begin another successful and amazing school year. We look 
forward to seeing everyone in September!

Respectfully,
Timothy J. Gaffney
Superintendent of Schools
Oriskany Central School District
tgaffney@oriskanycsd.org

Greetings Parents, Guardians and Community Members,
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District News

Congratulations Class of 2019!
We wish the Oriskany Senior High School Class of 2019 well as they enter college and the workforce.

The Class of 2019 Commencement Ceremony was held on June 21 on the front lawn of Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School.

The ceremony included remarks from Superintendent Gaffney, Salutatorian Carl Graziadei and Valedictorian Dylan LaSalle.

Our 2019 Oriskany graduates will be attending the following colleges and institutions:

 

Our graduates will pursue the following areas of study and interest in the next year:

Aeronautical Engineering, Aerospace Engineering, Astrophysics, Auto Body, Biology, Broadcasting, Business Administration, Business 

Economics, Childhood Education, Computer Engineering Technology, Computer Science, Conservation, Construction, Cosmetology, 

Criminal Intelligence Analysis, Criminal Justice/Pre-Law, Cybersecurity/Computer Science, Diagnostic Medical Sonography, Early 

Childhood Education, Education, Environmental Science, General Studies, Health Education, Health Studies, Healthcare Management, 

Journalism, Mechanical Engineering, Nursing, Political Science/Peace/Global Studies, Psychology, Social Sciences and Sports 

Management. Also, three graduates have decided to serve our nation by enlisting with the United States Army and Marines, and several 

other graduates are entering the workforce.

• Clarkson University

• Corning Community College

• Emerson College

• Hartwick College

• Herkimer College

• Le Moyne College

• Mohawk Valley Community College

• Onondaga Community College

• Rochester Institute of Technology

• SUNY Cortland

• SUNY Geneseo

• SUNY Oswego

• SUNY Polytechnic Institute

• SUNY Potsdam

• The College at Brockport

•	 University	at	Buffalo

• University of South Carolina Salkehatchie

• University of Tampa

• Utica College

James Chase has joined the Oriskany Central School District Board of Education as its newest member, 
taking the oath of office during the Board’s July 2 reorganizational meeting. 

Mr. Chase is a lifelong resident of Oriskany, graduating from Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School in 1996. He attended 
Mohawk Valley Community College where he majored in graphic arts and communications before beginning 
his career in finance and banking in 2004 and obtaining his securities and insurance licenses in 2007. He is 
currently a manager at NBT Bank and a licensed financial advisor, and has coached Little League for the 
past six years. In his free time, Mr. Chase enjoys seeing live music, football and backyard BBQs with friends 
and family. Mr. Chase and his wife Meghan (class of 2000) have two children, Delilah and John. 

The Chase family enjoys being part of the community and tries to be actively involved whenever possible.

The Board of Education is excited to welcome Mr. Chase to the Oriskany Central School District family and 
looks forward to the unique perspective and positive influence he will contribute to the district.

James Chase Joins Board of Education
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Principals’ messages

Dear Students, Parents/Guardians and 
Community Members:

We have had a productive summer 
at N.A. Walbran Elementary! We held 
two “camps” here, a Technology Camp 
for our incoming fourth through sixth 
graders and an ABC Boot Camp for all 
incoming kindergarteners. In addition, our 
elementary library held an Open Library 

and Story Hour once a week throughout the summer. We cleaned 
and prepared classrooms in anticipation of a wonderful year. 
Faculty and staff attended a variety of trainings including NYS 
ELA and Math Next Generation Standards, G Suite for Education 
(Technology), and a book study on children dealing with trauma.

For the 2019-20 school year, we plan to continue many of our 
initiatives. Our PBIS program, in conjunction with The Positivity 
Project, will continue with The Walbran Way – “Be responsible. Be 
respectful. Be safe.” We will be adding “Be yourself” to our Walbran 
Way to encourage self-growth and understanding of others. 

This year’s theme, “Be All You Can BEE,” will focus on the Walbran 
Way, with activities, traditions and events that instill a love of 
reading, innovation, positive relationship building and growth 
mindset in our students. 

We are excited to meet you and show you our school at Open 
House on Thursday, September 12 from 6-7 p.m. To keep 
informed of upcoming events, I encourage you to check out 
our school website as well as my Facebook page (“Oriskany 
Elementary Principal”) and our district Facebook page (“Oriskany 
Central School District”).

We look forward to seeing everyone on our first day of school on 
Thursday, September 5! Our PTA will be hosting a “First Day Cafe” 
in room 1 at the elementary school for parents and guardians from 
8:30-9 a.m. that morning.

Be all that you can BEE this school year! 

“Somewhere inside all of us is the power to change the world.”
 - from our Summer ’19 Bedtime Story, Matilda by Roald Dahl

   Karen Cianfrocco Hinderling  
   Elementary School Principal

Dear Students, Parents/Guardians 
and Community Members:

Hopefully this message finds you and your 
family enjoying the end of summer weather 
as we are preparing our Jr./Sr. High School 
building for the 2019-20 school year. It has 
been a busy summer, both in terms of 
academics and maintenance.

On the academic side, we have a number 
of students, who for a variety of reasons, have attended our 7-8 
summer school program, 9 -12 summer school program and the 
two week review course for the August Regents. This year, the 
district provided transportation for these students, a practice that 
will be continued for future years.

Several staff members and departments have participated in 
professional development programs, both in the district as well as 
regional and national initiatives. These opportunities will continue 
to provide staff members with the latest in curriculum and learning 
strategies to engage our students in the upcoming year. We will 
also be implementing a structured Learning Center this year. This 
will benefit students who need additional strategies to master 
skills necessary for their academic success. We will highlight the 
program and objectives in our monthly newsletter to grades 7-12 
students and families.

Student management initiatives include an in-school suspension 
program which will help students stay on track academically 
and also assist in resolving student management concerns. This 
program will replace the alternative suspension option for most of 
our student’s needs.
Our maintenance staff has done a great job this year in preparing 
our rooms and hallways for our students return. They continue to 

take pride in their efforts and provide our students and Oriskany 
community with a clean, well-kept building for their use during the 
entire calendar year.

We will continue this year with our 2019-20 Open House structure. 
We received positive feedback regarding the program presented 
last year. We have tweaked some items to improve our time frame 
and participation in this year’s Back-to-School evening which will 
be held on Wednesday, September 4. Students will receive their 
2019-20 schedules and their Chromebooks that evening. Parents 
and students will be able to meet with their teachers and also 
receive a course outline specific to their scheduled classes. A 
detailed schedule for the evening events can be found on page 6.

Please review the student handbook regarding the use of mobile 
devices and our position on student tardiness as both issues will be 
addressed using the student code of conduct procedures.

Our instructional staff and administrative team will continue to 
provide each student and family open access to our programs and 
communications. If you have any questions or concerns please 
reach out to the appropriate source. We truly do have an open door 
policy. The hardest questions are the ones we do not hear. If you 
have any questions, please contact us by phone, email or text. If we 
do not have the answer right away, we will do our best to address 
it in a timely manner.

Thank you for your time and attention to this information. Working 
in partnership we will make 2019-20 the best educational year 
possible for our students and your children.

   James VanWormer
   Jr./Sr. High School Principal
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Highest Honor Roll: 
94.5-100.0

Grade 12
Wesley Appler
Derek Balfe
Matthew Combs
Autumn Cornacchia
Carl Graziadei
Jennifer Hall
Maddelyn Hoehn
Matteson Hoehn
Devon Lacy
Dylan LaSalle
John Longeretta
Kyle Pestar
Morgan Piersma
Brandon Reid
Caitlyn Szalkowski
Alex Waterman

Grade 11
Steven Armstrong
Elizabeth Battle
Kara Daskiewich
Ryan Fish
Aeron Hamm
Angelina Hays
Joshua Macera
John Maher III
Sofia Tagliaferri

Grade 10
Gianni Falatico
Lacey Gruet
Kegan Draeger
Andrew Pysnik
Shannon Phelan
Cara Waterman

Grade 9
Jordyn Carlo
Kaley Hamm
Eric Noga
Ashley Reid
Janae Reid
Jason Reid
Isabella Romano
Anna Zumbrun

Grade 8
Kaylee Burnop
David Cronauer
Ryan Donohue
Jenna Palmiotto
Payton Smith
Juliet Tagliaferri
Jack Tamburino

Grade 7
Javante Brill-Rollins
Jake Burrows
Kaelyn Fabbio
Gianni Falatico
Gavin Howd
Anthony Kernan
Noah Narolis
Madelyn Race
Katie Saladin
Megan Wright
Arnold Zumbrun

High Honor Roll: 
89.50-94.49

Grade 12
Alyssa Drier
Abigail Edsall
Marissa Enos
Alexandra Jones
Noaha Knapp
Madasyn Phillips
Anthony Rossi
Michael Schultz, Jr.
Joshua Smoulcey

Grade 11
Savannah Austin
Julia Bates
Connor Broadbent
Ethan Burrows
Ainsley Sawyer
Lauren Stokes

Grade 10
Joseph Behr
Samantha DeFabio
Valentin Gergi
Gary Hilterbrandt
Emma LaSalle
Madison Lisberg
Ryan Smoulcey
Trevor Tamburino
Christian Uvino
James Whittaker

Grade 9
Arianna Armstrong
Harsh Bhavsar
Ashley Burnop
Alexander Burrows
 Zachary Combs
Madeline Denison
Nicholas DeRiso
Faith Doyle
Emily Frank
Kourtney Hines
Alexis Lasher
Tyler Macera
Patrick Maher
Emily Miller
Gianna Welker

Grade 8
Olivia Balfe
Karsten Bates
Rachel Daskiewich
Ryan Graziano
Gabrielle Koenig
Mya Melvin
Skylie O’Connor-Russo
Justin Rosinski
Jacob Usyk
Crispin Velardi
Joshua Zyskowski

Grade 7
Kaelyn Buehler
Anna Kasperovich
Lauren Draus
Gannon Lisberg
Paige Mazur
Katelyn Shamis
Briannah Wishart,
Kyla Zabek
Katie Saladin

High Honor Roll: 
89.50-94.49

Grade 12
Zachary Addison
Aryana Josephs
Kyle McGrath
Gavin Reid
Cierra Schweizer
Damon Stafford
Harry Williams

Grade 11
Katie Bowers
Nolan Bryant
Colton Davis
Lauren Domenico
Matthew Gregg
Erin Mason
Andrea Plazuelo Diaz
Hunter Pratt
Taylor Reid
Jaden Sharlow
Giovani Silvestri,
Joshua Thompson

Grade 10
Samantha Bordiuk
Sydney Burkhart
Quinlan Butler
Ryan Citriniti
Ryan Coleman
Ashley Cronizer
Shaye Helfert
Jaden Oshel

Grade 9
Nicholas Cortese
Caleb Eldred
Alivia Franz
Emmanuela Gergi
Brandon Kelly
Ryan Shackett
Lily Spears
Ty Zizzi

Grade 8
Aiden Butler
Jordyn Coleman
Carmelle Cooper
Hannah Edwards
Ty-Giovanni Rosa

Grade 7
Skylar Albin
Wyatt Carter
Rachelle Cooper
Darryen Danielski
Samuel Farrell
McKenzie Frank
Gabriel Kent
Daniel Kraus
Seth Marenic
Brooke Matys
Ryan Mayo
Noah Sciorilli
Ryan Skinner
Kylie Thierry

district news

Oriskany Central School’s Fourth Marking Period Honor Roll 2018-2019

MySchoolBucks
The Oriskany Central School District now offers 
MySchoolBucks, a convenient online service that 
allows you to securely pay for your student’s meals 
online using your credit/debit card or electronic 
check.

You can:
• Set Up Automatic Recurring  Payments
• Track & Review Meal History
• Create Low Balance Alerts
• Make Payments with the Mobile App
• And More…

Sign up now!
• Registering for your FREE  account is easy, 
• go to https://www.MySchoolBucks.com.  • 
Create a secure account and never worry
  again about sending cash or checks with   
  your student(s) to school again!

Have a Smartphone?
Get the MySchoolBucks 
Mobile App for iPhone 
and Android.

FamilyID Athletic Registration!
The fall sports season will begin shortly and by New 
York State Education Law, students participating 
in sports are required to have a yearly physical and 
complete an updated Athletic Health History Form.

Oriskany is excited to continue offering the 
convenience of online athletic registration through 
FamilyID. For instruction on how to register your child 
for an upcoming athletic team, please visit www.
oriskanycsd.org/FamilyID. Online Registration for Fall 
JV and Varsity sport participants is currently open.

The only hard copy documentation that parents 
will need to provide the school with is the updated 
physical. Even if you chose to upload the physical 
onto your FamilyID account, the school will still 
require a hard copy for record keeping purposes. This 
documentation may be dropped off at the high school 
nurse’s office Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
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District News

Jr./Sr. High School Back-to-School Night | Wednesday, September 4

Financial Aid Night
A Financial Aid Workshop for college-bound students and 
their parents will be held on Monday, September 9 from 7-8 
p.m. in the Jr./Sr. High School Auditorium. Topics will include 
completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA), electronic processing, deadlines, overview of the 
financial aid process, types of financial assistance available, 
scholarships and scams, helpful tips and where to go for help. 
College expenses can add up quickly, students and parents 
should be aware of the resources and financial assistance 
available to ensure they are getting maximum savings and the 
most affordable education. We encourage all juniors, seniors 
and their parents to attend this informative event. 

Senior Informational Night
Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School will hold an important informational 
meeting for all seniors and their parents on Monday, September 
9 from 6-7 p.m. in the Jr./Sr. High School Auditorium. Class 
advisors will highlight senior events including fundraising, 
the senior trip and graduation. Yearbook advisors will share 
important deadlines for yearbook submissions. Mr. Williams, 
director of the Office of Counseling and Career Services will 
provide a timeline for students and parents to follow for the 
college application process. We encourage all seniors and 
their parents to attend this very important event. 

Kindergarten and Pre-Kindergarten Registration
The Oriskany Central School District is currently registering 
children who are eligible to attend kindergarten for the 2019-
20 school year. To be eligible, your child must be a resident 
of the Oriskany Central School District and be age 5 no later 
than December 1, 2019. If you are interested in obtaining a 
kindergarten registration packet, please contact the N.A. 
Walbran main office at 315.768.2149 or the register’s office at 
315.768.2065. 

We are also planning to continue our Universal Pre-
Kindergarten program for the 2019-20 school year. If your child 
will be 4 on or before December 1, 2019, and you are interested 
in having your child attend our program, please contact the 
school for an application.

First Day of Classes
The first day of classes for all students will be Thursday, 
September 5, 2019. At the elementary school, all buses should 
arrive approximately at 8:40 a.m. Buses leave the school as a 
group at 3:20 p.m. 

Parents who pick their children up are reminded to use the 
parent parking lot that is to the right after you turn into the 
school driveway. Students are called from their rooms at 3:15 
p.m. if they are not riding the bus home.

Time Activity Location

5:30-7:00 p.m. Schedule distribution for all students in grades 8-12 Office of Counseling & Career Services

5:30-7:30 p.m. Chromebook distribution for all students in grades 8-12 Library/Media Center

5:30-6:00 p.m. 7th Grade orientation for all students and parents Auditorium

6:00-6:30 p.m. Chromebook orientation for all 7th grade students, new 
students and parents

Auditorium

6:00-6:30 p.m. 9th grade orientation for all 9th grade students and parents Cafeteria

6:30-7:30 p.m. Open House Entire Building

Child Care/Alternate Transportation Request
If your child/children will be picked up or dropped off regularly 
at a location other than their home, please send a letter to the 
Transportation Supervisor. This letter needs to be done every 
school year and should be received no later than one week 
prior to school opening. If you have any questions, please call 
the Transportation Supervisor at 315.768.2060.

Annual Asbestos Notification
In accordance with the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response 
Act of 1987 (AHERA), a copy of the Oriskany Central School 
building inspection report and management plan is available 
for review during business hours by appointment. Please 
contact Mark Santomassino at 315.768.2058 if you need to 
set up an appointment or if you have any questions. Last year, 
Oneida-Herkimer-Madison BOCES performed the 6 month 
inspection in April of 2019, as per AHERA.

Pesticide Notification
The Oriskany Central School District uses current Integrated 
Pest Management practices to reduce the use of pesticides 
in our buildings and on our grounds. It may be necessary, 
however, to use pesticides periodically during the year. 

New York State law requires that schools maintain a list 
of staff and parents who wish to receive written notice  
48 hours prior to a pesticide application at their school facility. 
If you wish to be included on this notification list or for further 
information regarding the pesticide program, please contact 
Mark Santomassino at 315.768.2023.

Notices
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What is a visitor management system?
A visitor management system is an online tool that both registers and screens every campus visitor so that we know precisely who 
is entering our buildings, providing peace of mind to parents, students, staff and visitors.

Our visitor management system will be an enhancement to our current building-level safety equipment, including video cameras, 
automated door locks and card scanners. 

Why use a visitor management system?
Our students, faculty and staff deserve the very best safety protocols available. A visitor management system is a critical component 
of a robust school safety program. School safety is at the forefront of every parent and educator’s mind and the best practice today 
is to limit entry to main entrances through a vestibule that allows for proper check-in.

How will the new system work?  

➢• Please remember to always bring your driver’s license when you visit one of the school buildings.

➢• As you enter the building you will see a scanning device on the counter:

• You will scan your driver’s license each time you visit the building.

• A name badge will automatically be printed for you.

• If you are a frequent visitor, you may be assigned a “Quick Badge” that you can scan from your phone as you enter the building.

What if I don’t have my driver’s license with me?

• If you are known to the Building Administration:

• You will be reminded to bring your license next time you plan to visit.

➢• You will be signed in without your driver’s license in the first instance.

• If you are not known to the Building Administration:
• Your identity will attempt to be verified through other means.

• If you cannot be properly identified, you will not be able to access the building.

We look forward to keeping our campuses open to our families and community while utilizing a new, improved method of visitor 
identification for the safety and security of our students, faculty and staff.

The VisitU Visitor Management System is coming to the 
Oriskany Central School District in the Fall of 2019!

Jr./Sr. High School Adds Regents Physics First Course for Eighth Graders
This fall, 14 eighth grade students will have the opportunity to participate in a new and 
innovative science course being offered for the first time at Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School: 
Regents Physics First. 

Physics First will help students develop and implement the knowledge and skills 
necessary to observe and analyze common physical phenomena, while also providing 
frequent opportunities for classroom discourse and investigation. Students will make 
sense of information by engaging in scientific argumentation which involves making, 
evaluating, challenging and modifying claims by using and effectively communicating 
relevant evidence and reasoning. 

The course is also designed to complement the school’s algebra course by providing a 
relevant context for the application and refinement of student’s math skills. While physics 
is a rigorous and challenging course, it allows students to develop skills and knowledge 
that can greatly accelerate their learning and achievement throughout their academic 
careers. Students completing this course will be well positioned to maximize education 
opportunities beyond the traditional Regents curriculum.
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New Staff Spotlight
Jessica Fazio – 4th Grade Teacher
Ms. Fazio will be joining the Oriskany Central School District as a fourth grade teacher. She was born and raised in 
Rome, attending the Rome City School District. Ms. Fazio pursued a degree in inclusive childhood education and 
history at St. John Fisher College and recently earned her master’s degree in a library media specialist program. 
Ms. Fazio currently reside in Utica with her puppy Cash. When she’s not at school, she enjoys spending time 
reading, watching movies and hanging out with friends and family. She is a huge fan of ice cream and loves any 
opportunity to dance. Ms. Fazio can’t wait to start this upcoming school year in Oriskany!

Stacey Kraeger – Kindergarten Teacher
Mrs. Kraeger is excited to begin the next chapter of her teaching career at N.A. Walbran Elementary School. For 
the last 16 years, she taught in the Adirondack Central School District as a reading recovery teacher, reading 
specialist, first grade teacher and kindergarten teacher. Her goal is to make learning fun and engaging in 
order to promote the love of learning at an early age. Mrs. Kraeger strives to make a difference by teaching 
tomorrow’s decision makers.

Matthew Vedete – Jr./Sr. High School Mathematics Teacher
Mr. Vedete is excited for the opportunity to teach mathematics as part of the Oriskany Central School District. 
He grew up in New Hartford with his parents, brother and sister, and attended Mohawk Valley Community 
College and SUNY Oneonta where he dual-majored in mathematics and statistics. Mr. Vedete has a passion for 
numbers and enjoys analyzing statistics, especially within sports. He is eager to assist all students in achieving 
their goals and looks forward to becoming a valuable staff member and serving all students and parents of the 
Orskany Central School District.

District News

Virtual Field Trips and Robot Toys: 
Elementary Students Spend the Summer Immersed in Technology
Each Thursday this summer, students of N.A. Walbran Elementary School experimented with technology under the guidance of 
sixth grade teacher Mr. Janes and teaching assistant Ms. Daskiewich as part of the school’s new Technology Summer Camp. 

Students gathered in the school’s Innovation Lab for the opportunity to use modern technology including; View-Master VR, 
Google Expeditions, Lego STEM kits and Spehros. 

Using the View-Master VRs, students were able to go on “virtual” field trips to places such as Yellowstone National Park, the Grand 
Canyon, Kilauea Volcano and others. This technology allowed students to experience the sights and sounds of monumental 
places all around the globe. The Lego STEM kits allowed students to play, experiment and explore their way from basic to 
advanced STEM skills while learning the building blocks of life. 

Sphero, a spherical robot toy capable of rolling around, changing colors, running programs as well as being controlled by a 
smartphone or tablet, allowed the students to practice basic coding while navigating the school’s hallways. 

The summer camp provided an opportunity for students in the district to have fun, explore their curiosity and increase exposure 
to the ever-advancing field of technology.
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LUNCH APP
              July 11, 2019 
Dear Parent/Guardian :

Oriskany Central School believes that one of the most important ways in which we can help our children perform better in their 
classrooms is to provide them with the nutrition necessary for the healthy growth of their minds and bodies. Therefore, we provide 
breakfast and/or lunch in our school every day.

We invite all students to show their support for their school food service program through frequent participation. Students may buy 
lunch for $2.50 and/or breakfast for $1.25.

Children from households that meet Federal income guidelines (outlined below) are eligible for free meals or reduced price meals. 
Reduced price meals cost each eligible student $0.00/free for lunch and $0.00/free for breakfast. To apply for free or reduced price 
meals, complete the enclosed application, sign it, and return it to the school as soon as possible – anytime after August 1. (If your family 
receives public assistance, you will most likely be approved for free meals through the Direct Certification process). Please refer to the 
guidelines contained in this letter when completing the application.

1. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION FOR EACH CHILD? No, complete the application to apply for free or reduced price meals. Use  
 one Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application for all students in your household. We cannot approve an application that is not  
 complete, so be sure to fill out all required information. Return the completed application to your child’s school.

2. WHO CAN GET FREE MEALS? All children in households receiving benefits from SNAP, the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations 
 or TANF, can get free meals regardless of your income. Also, your children can get free meals if your household’s gross income is within  

 the free limits on the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines.

3. CAN FOSTER CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS? Yes, foster children who are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court, are 
 eligible for free meals. Any foster child in the household is eligible for free meals regardless of income.
 
4. CAN HOMELESS, RUNAWAY, AND MIGRANT CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS? Yes, children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway,  

 or migrant qualify for free meals. If you haven’t been told your children will get free meals, please call 315.738.0848 to see if they qualify.

5. WHO CAN GET REDUCED PRICE MEALS? Your children can get low cost meals if your household income is within the reduced price limits 
 on the Federal Eligibility Income Chart, shown on this application.

6. SHOULD I FILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF I RECEIVED A LETTER THIS SCHOOL YEAR SAYING MY CHILDREN ARE APPROVED FOR FREE 
 MEALS? Please read the letter you got carefully and follow the instructions. Call 315.738.0848 if you have questions.

7. MY CHILD’S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT ANOTHER ONE? Yes. Your child’s application is only good 
 for that school year and for the first 30 days of this school year. You must send in a new application unless the school told you that your child 
 is eligible for the new school year.

8.   GET WIC. CAN MY CHILD(REN) GET FREE MEALS? Children in households participation in WIC may be eligible for free or reduced price  
 meals. Please fill out a Free/Reduced Price Meal Application.

9. WILL THE INFORMATION I GIVE BE CHECKED? Yes, and we may also ask you to send written proof.

10. IF I DON’T QUALIFY NOW, MAY I APPLY LATER? Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year. For example, children with a parent 
 or guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for free or reduced price meals if the household income drops below the  

 income limit.

11. WHAT IF I DISAGREE WITH THE SCHOOL’S DECISION ABOUT MY APPLICATION? You should talk to school officials. You also may ask for a 
 hearing by calling 315.738.0848.

12. MAY I APPLY IF SOMEONE IN MY HOUSEHOLD IS NOT A U.S. CITIZEN? Yes. You or your child(ren) do not have to be U.S. citizens to qualify 
 for free or reduced price meals.

13. WHO SHOULD I INCLUDE AS MEMBERS OF MY HOUSEHOLD? You must include all people living in your household, related or not (such  
 as grandparents, other relatives, or friends) who share income and expenses. You must include yourself and all children living with you. If  
 you live with other people who are economically independent (for example, people who you do not support, who do not share income with 

 you or your children, and who pay a pro-rated share of expenses), do not include them.

14.  WHAT IF MY INCOME IS NOT ALWAYS THE SAME? List the amount that you normally receive. For example, if you normally make $1,000  
 each month, but you missed some work last month and only made $900, put down that you made $1,000 per month. If you normally get  
 overtime, include it, but do not include it if you only work overtime sometimes. If you have lost a job or had your hours or wages reduced,  
 use your current income.

15.  WE ARE IN THE MILITARY. DO WE INCLUDE OUR HOUSING ALLOWANCE AS INCOME? If you get an off-base housing allowance, it must 
 be included as income. However, if your housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization Initiative, do not include your housing allowance 
 as income.

16.  MY SPOUSE IS DEPLOYED TO A COMBAT ZONE. IS HIS/HER COMBAT PAY COUNTED AS INCOME? No, if the combat pay is received in  
 addition to his/her basic pay because of his/her deployment and it wasn’t received before he/she was deployed, combat pay is not   

 counted as income. Contact your school for more information.

17. MY FAMILY NEEDS MORE HELP, ARE THERE OTHER PROGRAMS WE MIGHT APPLY FOR? To find out how to apply for SNAP or other   
 assistance benefits, contact your local assistance office or call 1.800.342.3009.
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How to Apply: To get free or reduce price meals for your children you may submit an Eligibility Letter for Free Meals received from the NYS Education 
Department, OR carefully complete one application for your household and return it to the designated office. If you now receive SNAP, Temporary Assistance 
to Needy Families (TANF) for any children, or participate in the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), the application must include the 
children’s names, the household foodstamp, TANF or FDPIR case number and the signature of an adult household member. All children should be listed on the 
same application. If you do not list a food stamp, TANF or FDPIR case number for all the children for whom you are applying, the application must include the 
names of everyone in the household, the amount of income each household member, and how often it is received and where it comes from. It must include 
the signature of an adult household member and the last four digits of that adult’s social security number, or check the box if the adult does not have a social 
security number. An application that is not complete cannot be approved. Contact your local Department of Social Services for your food stamp or TANF case 
number or complete the income portion of the application.

REPORTING CHANGES: The benefits that you are approved for at the time of application are effective for the entire school year. You no longer need to report 
changes for an increase in income or decrease in household size, or if you no longer receive SNAP.

INCOME EXCLUSIONS: The value of any child care provided or arranged, or any amount received as payment for such child care or reimbursement for costs 
incurred for such care under the Child Care Development (Block Grant) Fund should not be considered as income for this program.

REDUCED PRICE ELIGIBLE STUDENTS: Beginning July 1, 2019, students in New York State that are approved for reduced price meals will receive breakfast and 
lunch meals at no charge.

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated unfairly.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual 
orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any 
program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.)

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form (PDF), found online at http://
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call 866.632.9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the 
information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 by fax 202.690.7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities and you wish to file either an EEO or program complaint, please contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at 800.877.8339 or 800.845.6136 (in Spanish).
USDA is an equal opportunity employer.

MEAL SERVICE TO CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES: Federal regulations require schools and institutions to serve meals at no extra charge to children with 
a disability which may restrict their diet. A student with a disability is defined in 7CFR Part 15b.3 of Federal regulations, as one who has a physical or mental 
impairment which substantially limits one or more major life activities. Major life activities are defined to include functions such as caring for one’s self, performing 
manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning, and working. You must request the special meals from the school and provide the school 
with medical certification from a medical doctor. If you believe your child needs substitutions because of a disability, please get in touch with us for further 
information, as there is specific information that the medical certification must contain.

CONFIDENTIALITY: The United States Department of Agriculture has approved the release of students names and eligibility status, without parent/guardian 
consent, to persons directly connected with the administration or enforcement of federal education programs such as Title I and the National Assessment of 
Education Progress (NAEP), which are United States Department of Education programs used to determine areas such as the allocation of funds to schools, to 
evaluate socioeconomic status of the school’s attendance area, and to assess education progress. Information may also be released to State health or State 
education programs administered by the State agency or local nutrition programs similar to the National School Lunch Program. Additionally, all information 
contained in the free and reduced price application may be released to persons directly connected with the administration or enforcement of programs 
authorized under the National School Lunch Act (NSLA) or Child Nutrition Act (CNA); including the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs, the 
Special Milk Program, the Child and Adult Care Food Program, Summer Food Service Program and the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Woman 
Infants and Children (WIC); the Comptroller General of the United States for audit purposes, and federal, State or local law enforcement officials investigating 
alleged violation of the programs under the NSLA or CNA.

REAPPLICATION: You may apply for benefits any time during the school year. Also, if you are not eligible now, but during the school year become unemployed, 
have a decrease in household income, or an increase in family size you may request and complete an application at the time.

The disclosure of eligibility information not specifically authorized by the NSLA requires a written consent statement from the parent/guardian. We will let you 
know when your application is approved or denied.
         Sincerely,

Total Family Size Annual Monthly Twice per Month Every Two Weeks Weekly

1 $ 23,107 $1,926 $ 963 $ 889 $ 445

2 $ 31,284 $ 2,607 $ 1,304 $ 1,204 $ 602

3 $ 39,461 $ 3,289 $ 1,645 $ 1,518 $ 759

4 $ 47,638 $ 3,970 $ 1,985 $ 1,833 $ 917

5 $ 55,815 $ 4,652 $ 2,326 $ 2,147 $ 1,074

6 $ 63,992 $ 5,333 $ 2,667 $ 2,462 $ 1,231

7 $ 72,169 $ 6,015 $ 3,008 $ 2,776 $ 1,388

8 $ 80,346 $ 6,696 $ 3,348 $ 3,091 $ 1,546

*Each Add’l person add $ 8,177 $ 682 $ 341 $ 315 $ 158

2019-2020 INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS OR FREE MILK

REDUCED PRICE ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART

Thomas P. Pfisterer
Director, School Food Services
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2019-2020 Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals/Milk
To apply for free and reduced price meals for your children, read the instructions on the back, complete only one form for your household, sign your 
name and return it to Oriskany Central School. Call 315-738-0848 If you need help. Additional names may be listed on a separate paper.

All Household Members (including yourself and all children that have income).
List all Household members not listed in Step 1 (including yourself) even if they do not receive income. For each Household Member listed, if they do receive 
income, report total income for each source in whole dollars only. If they do not receive income from any other source, write ‘0’. If you enter ‘0’ or leave any 
fields blank, you are certifying (promising that there is no income to report.

1. List all children in your household who attend school:

3. Report all income for ALL Household Members (Skip this step if you answered ‘yes’ to step 2)

Student Name School District Grade/Teacher Foster Child Homeless, Migrant,
Runaway

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. SNAP/TANF/FDPIR Benefits:
If anyone in your household receives either SNAP, TANF or FDPIR benefits, list their name and CASE # here. Skip to Part 4, and sign the application.

Name:       CASE#       

Name of household member
LIST EVERYONE
EMPLOYED OR NOT

Earnings from work
before deductions
Amount / How Often

Child Support, Alimony 

Amount / How Often

Pensions, Retirement
Payments 
Amount / How Often

Other Income, Social
Security 
Amount / How Often

No
Income

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

$      /                   $      /                   $      /                   $      /                   

Total Household Members (Children and Adults)

4. Signature: An adult household member must sign this application and provide the last four digits of their Social Security Number (SS#), or mark the “I 
do not have SS# box” before it can be approved.
 I certify (promise) that all of the information on this application is true and that all income is reported. I understand that the information is being given 
so the school will get federal funds; the school officials may verify the information and if I purposely give false information, I may be prosecuted under 
applicable State and federal laws, and my children may lose meal benefits. 

Signature:        Date:    
Email Address:        Last Four Digits of Social Security Number: XXX-XX-                    
Home Phone:     Work Phone:     Home Address:                 

Annual Income Conversion (Only convert when multiple income frequencies are reported on application)
Weekly X 52; Every Two Weeks (bi-weekly) X 26; Twice Per Month X 24; Monthly X 12

 SNAP/TANF/Foster
  Income Household: Total Household Income/How Often: __________________________________________  Household Size: ___________
 Free Meals  Reduced Price Meals  Denied/Paid
Signature of Reviewing Official _________________________________________________________________  Date Notice Sent: _________

IF ELIGIBLE, MUST PROVIDE CASE OR FOOD
STAMP NUMBER

I do not have 

a SS#

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE — FOR SCHOOL USE ONLY



ORISKANY CSD MOBILE APP

ORISKANY CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
1313 UTICA STREET
ORISKANY, NY 13424

Enter the Apple App 
Store or Google Play 
Store on your mobile 
device.

 Type “Oriskany CSD” 
into the search bar 
and touch the “get” 
or “install” button to 
download the app to 
your device.

Follow the in-app 
instructions to 
complete set-up. 
Now you are all set 
up to access our 
Mobile App!1 2 3

GET CONNECTED!
Stay in touch with Oriskany CSD by 
downloading our mobile app!
Download on your mobile device today and 
select “allow” to receive push notifications with 
the latest news and updates from the District.

SCAN THIS QR 
CODE WITH 
YOUR MOBILE 
DEVICE


